The prevalence of Entamoeba histolytica in lactating women and in their infants in Bangladesh.
Entamoeba histolytica was studied in 33 lactating women and their infants in a periurban village in Bangladesh. Infant-mother pairs were followed for a period of 10-15 months: 67% of mothers excreted E. histolytica during the observation period, the majority for 3 months or more. Only one mother was symptomatic, with a mild, non-dysenteric diarrhoea. 58% of mothers were seropositive, several of them continuously and with a high titre, indicating past invasive infection. 67% had detectable antibodies in breast milk and 36% in saliva. Despite the high prevalence of E. histolytica in these mothers, infants were mostly uninfected: E. histolytica cysts in small numbers were found in only 2 of 1200 samples from infants aged 6 and 10 months. Several of the children were infected with Giardia lamblia. Although lower exposure to E. histolytica than to Giardia may account for the difference in infant infection rates with these parasites, defence mechanisms possibly exist which protect against E. histolytica but are ineffective against Giardia.